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them to continue picturing the scene, 
adapting it with each new situation 
you present.

Say: Now you’re stripped of your 
friends; you have none. 

Pause.

Now pretend that you’re stripped of 
your job and your home.

Pause

Now you’re stripped of your belong-

ings—all of them, even your cars and 
clothes and food.

Now you’re stripped of your family, 
and you’re all alone.

Pause.

What does your scene look like?

Pause.

Now, finally, you’re stripped 		
of your life.

Pause.

What a horrible experience to imag-
ine. We would never choose these 
things to happen to us or to anyone 
we love. In fact, we would fight 
against it.

Read aloud Philippians 2:5-8

Say: Continue to keep your eyes 	
closed. Now think about God’s Son, 
the Christ, in heaven with his Father. 
Now think about Jesus as he gives 
up—willingly—his home in heaven, 
his power, and his glory. And for 
what? To be born a human baby to a 
poor couple more than two thousand 
years ago in Bethlehem. He gave up 
everything, not to live a lavish, royal 
life here on earth, but to die. Can you 
picture that? This is why we celebrate 
Christmas.

End with a corporate prayer.

Baby Powder and  
the Holy Child

Activity: Call to worship, meditation 

Scripture: Luke 2:7

You’ll need 1-inch strips of fabric 
(old receiving blankets torn into strips 
work well), baby powder, and a box.

Overview: One of the truly riveting 
aspects of our faith is that the God of 
the universe chose to reveal himself 
in human form. The story of Christ’s 
birth in the most humble of sur-
roundings reawakens our conceptual 
struggle each holiday season as we 
renew our commitment to this holy 
God-child.

This activity provides a sensory tool 
to help worshippers feel the meaning 
of Christmas as they experience the 
smell and touch of Christ’s humanity 
while, at the same time, consider his 
deity.

Prior to worship place the strips of 
cloth into a box. Sprinkle baby pow-
der over the strips just before wor-
shippers arrive. As participants 

                   [HANDOUT]

Jesus Is Born!
(Luke 2:8-14)

Worship Leader: It was a night like any other. The shepherds 
sat in the darkness, watching over their sheep. The quiet dark-
ness reminded them that the rest of the world was sleeping.

Congregation (in a whisper): Jesus is born.

Worship Leader: Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared to 
the shepherds, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people.”

Congregation (loudly): Jesus is born!

Worship Leader: “Today in the town of David a Savior has 
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.”

Congregation: His name is Jesus!

Worship Leader: “This will be a sign to you: You will find a 
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

Congregation: Jesus is born—God and human in one!

Worship Leader: Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 
host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying...

Congregation: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace to men on whom his favor rests.”

Worship Leader: Jesus has come to show us what God is like.

Congregation: Jesus has come to redeem us. 

Worship Leader: Praise God! Jesus is born!

124   Rev!  nov/dec 2006  rev.org

>>>>


